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THE LIST OF PHYSICO-MATHEMATICAL WORKS 
OF IBN AL-HAYTHAM WRITTEN BY HIMSELF 
By Boris A. Rozenfeld 
Institute for the History of Science and Technology, Moscow 
In my previous note [1975] there is a short description of 
a very interesting manuscript containing 12 works of Ibn al-Haytham 
(965-1039) of which two are in the revision of al-Farisi, four are 
unique manuscripts of which one was previously unknown, andoneis alist 
of physico-mathematical works of Ibn al-Haytham (ff .278v - 278 bis v) . 
We now have a xerocopy of this list and can give more accurate 
information. The title of the list is: Fihrist masanif al-Husain 
(sic!) ibn al-Hasan ibn al-Haytham bi-sana 427, List of works of 
al-ljusain (correctly: al-vasan) ibn al-Hasan ibn al-Haytham in the 
year 427 h. (1036 A.D., three years before Ibn al-Haytham’s death). 
In the list, 86 (not 75) titles of Ibn al-Haytham’s works are shown. 
After each title the beginning of the corresponding work is given 
(in several cases are written only the words “its beginning” without 
text). The list is very nearly the same as the list of 92 titles of 
Ibn al-Haytham’s physico-mathematical works written by himself quoted 
by Ibn Abi Useibi’a in his “Sources of Information About (Different) 
Classes of Physicians [MUller 18841: the titles of our list coincide 
respectively with titles 1, 3-32, (33+34), 35-66, 88-90, 67-77, 84-86, 
78, 79, 81, 80, and 82 in the list of Ibn Abi Useibi’a; the titles 
2, 83, 87, 91 and 92 of the Ibn Abi Useibi’a list are absent in our 
list; and the 33 and 34 of Ibn Abi Useibi’a (“Book on properties of 
parabola” and “Book on properties of hyperbola”) correspond to one 
title in our list -- “Book on properties of tonics.” The title 
Magala al-daw’ al-kusiif about which we have written in the previous 
note is absent in the list: it is the well-known Magala al-sura 
al-kusiif (“Book on the Form of Eclipses”). It is clear that’both 
lists are the copies of the same original written by Ibn al-Haytham 
himself. The date of Ibn Abi Useibi’a’s list (417 h. = 1026 A.D.) 
is probably the mistake of a copyist. We know only one of Ibn 
al-Haytham’sworkswritten after this list: Maqala fi hay'a harakat 
kull wahid min al-kawakib sab'a (“Book on the Form of Motions of 
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Each of Seven Planets") extant in the Kuibyshev manuscript 
(ff.337r - 394v). 
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PROJECTS 
This department welcomes brief notes and article-length 
manuscripts. The former may include announcements of contempla- 
ted or ongoing projects, information on doctoral theses in progress 
or completed (writer, title, institution, supervisor, and available 
information on completion time), proposals and questions, and re- 
quests for assistance. Announcements of individual research pro- 
jects, including theses, are very important to avoid awkward and 
wasteful duplication of effort. Articles will ordinarily describe 
projected, in process, or completed large-scale projects involving 
one or several scholars and should follow the same standards as 
other articles. They will be abstracted and indexed like other 
articles, and authors will be supplied with free reprints. 
BIOGRAPHY OF GEORGE BOOLE 
Dr. J. M. Rollett (44 Mount Avenue, Ealing, London, W5 245, 
U.K.) is doing research for a biography of George Boole, 1815- 
1864, and would be glad to hear of any unpublished materials or 
obscure references which have a bearing on his life. Of partic- 
ular interest is a collection of letters and copies of letters 
to and from Boole which Robert Harley, his first biographer, 
had bound together in one volume in the late 1860's. The volume 
was mentioned by him in a letter to P.E.B. Jourdain of 1909, but 
its present location is unknown. Harley carried on an extensive 
correspondence with James Cockle between 1858 and 1862 on the 
solution of the quintic, and the four bound volumes of Cockle's 
letters to Harley were offered for sale by the booksellers Henry 
Sotheran, Ltd., in 1958. These volumes may contain references 
to Boole, and their provenance might perhaps provide a clue to 
locating the volume of Boole correspondence. Any information 
about these volumes or other material relevant to the life of 
Boole will be most gratefully received. 
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